February 8, 2002


Belated Justice in Egypt

Cairo appeals court affirmed the rule of law yesterday by overturning the unjust conviction of Saad Eddin Ibrahim, Egypt's most eminent campaigner for democracy and human rights. Mr. Ibrahim, a sociologist holding both Egyptian and American citizenship, had been serving a seven-year sentence for defaming Egypt's image and accepting European Union research funding without government permission. His real offense was criticizing the rigging of Egypt's 1995 elections and setting up a group to monitor the 2000 vote. 

He was released yesterday pending a retrial, whose date has not been set. Instead President Hosni Mubarak should simply drop these trumped-up charges. Nothing has defamed Egypt's image more in recent months than the wrongful prosecution and imprisonment of Mr. Ibrahim.

International support for Mr. Ibrahim's cause undoubtedly contributed to his release. Diplomats from the United States, Canada and five European countries attended Wednesday's appeals court hearing. Washington has been right to take a strong interest in this case. Not only is Mr. Ibrahim an American citizen; his efforts to create a more tolerant and democratic Egyptian society are more needed now than ever. Authoritarian governance has been a contributing factor to the growth of violent Islamic radicalism in Egypt, as it has elsewhere in the Middle East. 

Besides clean elections, Mr. Ibrahim and his research organization, the Ibn Khaldun Center, have done important work on behalf of the rights of women and persecuted minorities, like the Coptic Christians. Egypt needs him free and unintimidated. 

